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Minutes 

 The Occupational Therapy Advisory Committee of the Board of Medical Licensure and 
Supervision met on January 21, 2016, in accordance with the Open Meeting Act.  The meeting 
was held at the office of the Board, 101 NE 51st Street, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  Advance 
notice of this regularly scheduled meeting was transmitted to the Oklahoma Secretary of State on 
October 1, 2015, and posted on the Board's website on January 19, 2016. The notice and agenda 
were posted in prominent public view on the front doors of the Oklahoma Board of Medical 
Licensure and Supervision building located at 101 NE 51st St., Oklahoma City, OK on January 
19, 2016 at 3:00 p.m.  
 
 Members present were:  

Kari Garza, OT, Chair  
Troy Lee, OT 
Mary White, OT 

 
 Members absent were: 
  Kim Hancock, OTA  

Ms. Wilma Cooper, Consumer Member 
      
 Others present included: 

Barbara J. Smith, Executive Secretary 
Teresa Mitchell, Director of Licensing 
Kenna Shaw, Licensing Administrative Technician  
Ivory Ihegboro, Licensing Administrative Technician 
Tiffany Wythe, AAG, Committee Advisor 

 
  
 Having noted a quorum, Ms. Garza called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 
 
 After Committee review and brief discussion, Ms. White moved to approve the Minutes 
for the October 8, 2015 with the correction of changing “Mr.” White to “Ms.” White on Page 4, 
second paragraph from the bottom.  Mr. Lee seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in 
the affirmative.   
 
 Barbara Smith, Executive Secretary, reported on the proposed rules revisions to 435:30-
1-2 Definitions [AMENDED] and 435:30-1-10 Grounds for disciplinary action 
[AMENDED] which are necessary pursuant to House Bill 2168.  After Committee review and 
discussion, Ms. White moved to recommend approval of the administrative rules revisions as 
presented.  Mr. Lee seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.   
 
 Upon further discussion between Committee and Tiffany Wythe, Assistant Attorney 
General and Committee Advisor, Licensing Staff was directed to immediately remove the word 
“misdemeanor” from the licensing application form based on the fact that the Committee does 
not have statutory authority to consider misdemeanors in the application process.   
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 The Committee then reviewed applications for licensure.  Mr. Lee moved to recommend 
approval of EMILY ANN BROWN and TRACEY HARKESS for Occupational Therapist 
licensure.  Ms. White seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.   
 
 Ms. Garza moved to recommend approval of CATHLEEN K AMWAKE and 
CATHERINE BRACKS for Occupational Therapist licensure.  Mr. Lee seconded the motion 
and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.   
 
 Ms. White moved to recommend approval of CASSIE NICOLE LEGG and THERESA 
L PADDOCK for Occupational Therapist licensure.  Mr. Lee seconded the motion and the vote 
was unanimous in the affirmative.   
 
 Ms. White moved to recommend approval of DEBBIE SALUS, SUNNI L 
SCHLEGEL, and BETH MARIE SEWELL for Occupational Therapist licensure pending 
completion of the files.  Mr. Lee seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the 
affirmative.   
 
 Ms. Garza moved to recommend approval of AVIS JANE ADAMS, AMY LYNN 
CLOUSE, and SHAWN R COATES for Occupational Therapist licensure pending completion 
of the files.  Ms. White seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.   
 
 Mr. Lee moved to recommend approval of GINA GAYLE HATFIELD, NICHOLAS J 
HORTON, KELLY SUE LYNCH, and MICHAH ANN PROSSER for Occupational 
Therapist licensure pending completion of the files.  Ms. Garza seconded the motion and the vote 
was unanimous in the affirmative.   
 
 Ms. Garza moved to recommend approval of LESLIE RENEE GOODSON for re-entry 
of Occupational Therapist licensure.   Mr. Lee seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous 
in the affirmative.   
 
 Ms. White moved to recommend approval of DENICE RUTLEDGE, JENNIFER D 
SCHALSKI, VIRGINIA SNYDER, and KRISTIN PAIGE STOUT for Occupational Therapy 
Assistant licensure.  Mr. Lee seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the 
affirmative.   
 
 Ms. Garza moved to recommend approval of BENNY M BARNES, ANGELA DENISE 
GUNN, GREGORY QUINELL HALL, and HAYLEY JENNINGS for Occupational Therapy 
Assistant licensure.  Ms. White seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the 
affirmative.   
 
 Mr. Lee moved to recommend approval of AMY CHRISTINE JONES, JESSICA 
DIANE JORDAN, TYLER CHANCE MANN, and LYDIA M ROBERTSON for 
Occupational Therapy Assistant licensure.  Ms. Garza seconded the motion and the vote was 
unanimous in the affirmative.     
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 Mr. Lee moved to recommend approval of KELSEY STEPHENS, CARA REANN 
THOMAS, PAIGE A WEATHERFORD, and LINDSEY S WINESBURG for Occupational 
Therapy Assistant licensure pending completion of the files.   Ms. White seconded the motion 
and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.   
 
 Ms. Garza moved to recommend approval of KRISTINA B KRAMER, BROOKLYN 
C LEGATE, KRYSTIN RENEE OXLEY, BRANDON ODELL PUGH, and GINA SUE 
QUARY for Occupational Therapy Assistant licensure pending completion of the files.   Mr. Lee 
seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.   
 
 Ms. White moved to recommend approval of APRIL M ARNOLD, SONYA CARTER 
BETHANY V DUNCAN, JEREMY LEE GOREE, and CATHERINE J HORTON for 
Occupational Therapy Assistant licensure pending completion of the files. Ms. Garza seconded 
the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.   
 
 During the review of some of the applications, the Committee reviewed records that had 
previously been “expunged.”  While the Committee did not deny any applications based on 
expunged information, Ms. Wythe reported it was her opinion that once a record is expunged, it 
is essentially erased and no longer available for reporting or review.  Ms. Smith requested that 
Ms. Wythe put her opinion regarding expungement of records and how they should be handled in 
writing for the benefit of Committee and Staff.  Ms. Wythe agreed to provide her opinion in 
writing.     
 
 The Committee then reviewed requests for approval of continuing education units.  After 
Committee review and discussion, Mr. Lee moved to recommend approval of the courses 
approved by the initial reviewer as well as the courses presented today by Licensing Staff.  Ms. 
White seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.  (See Attachment #1) 
 
 Next the Committee heard from Ms. Wythe regarding the Committee’s ability to 
collaborate with other health care disciplines regarding their telehealth practices.  First, Ms. 
Wythe assured everyone that the recent Alabama case, and the subsequent repeal of certain rules, 
has nothing to do with telehealth or the Oklahoma Occupational Therapy Advisory Committee.  
Because the Committee is advisory, they are not liable for anti-trust.  Ms. Wythe reported she 
saw no reason for the Committee to not draw upon the knowledge of others regarding their 
telehealth practices.   
  
 Regarding the status of the telehealth sub-committee, Ms. White reported that the input 
from Occupational Therapy practitioners regarding the use of telehealth is very limited.  Ms. 
Garza stated she would like to establish some sort of momentum for telehealth in the practice of 
Occupational Therapy practice in Oklahoma.  Ms. Wythe stated they could not put guidelines in 
place that would be enforceable, but the Committee could work up a draft of administrative rules 
and, again, they could work with other allied health committees in doing so.   Ms. Wythe stated 
the Committee needed to look at what other states are doing then pinpoint key issues and come 
up with what is different between the states.  Some issues to consider might be requiring the first 
consultation/evaluation to be “in person.”  Because the telehealth sub-committee has not really 
come to fruition, Ms. Smith suggested setting a special meeting to discuss potential rules 
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language.  After discussion, the Committee directed Ms. Smith to place this potential rules 
language discussion/action on the Agenda for the next regularly scheduled meeting of April 7, 
2016.  Ms. Smith will email the items presented in 2014 by the National Board of Occupational 
Therapy as well as telehealth language used by other allied health practitioners.  The Committee 
will email proposed language to Ms. Wythe prior to the April 7th meeting.   
 
 At the request of the Committee, Teresa Mitchell, Licensing Director, presented the 
revised form used when an Occupational Therapist wishes to request to supervise an additional 
Occupational Therapy Assistant.  At the request of the Committee, Ms. Mitchell will re-add 
“years of practice” to the form.  The Committee asked to remove “method of supervision” and 
add specific terms as to exactly how the supervision will take place, i.e., means of 
communication, to the form.  The Committee also requested to obtain the reason for the request 
and the status of attempts to find more Occupational Therapists to cover supervision, and 
explanation of the supervisory process for meeting the requirements of interactive, direct and in-
person.  The Committee told Ms. Mitchell they would rather have too much information than not 
enough and requested she also add the definitions contained in 435:30-1-2 and 435:30-1-16 to 
the form.  The Committee requested that this form be implemented immediately and Ms. 
Mitchell advised that the new form will be uploaded to the web page immediately.   
   
 Next, Ms. Mitchell went over the current procedure for licensure renewal and advised the 
Committee that licensees may renew up to a year late with the only requirement being payment 
of a late fee under 435-30-1-5.  Further, under 888.10, Renewal of License and Continuing 
Education, it states, “…the Board may provide…a late fee.”  Ms. Mitchell asked the Committee 
if Licensing Staff could request more forms and/or information.  Ms. Smith suggested a rule 
change.  Ms. Wythe stated that she doesn’t see the benefit of gathering more information and 
agreed that a rule change would be the best way to proceed.  The Committee  advised they would 
like to move forward with a rule change as it relates to the re-entry and lapsed license.  Ms. 
Smith was directed to place this on the Agenda for the meeting on April 7, 2016.  Ms. Smith will 
email copies of other disciplines’ language regarding this matter to Committee members. 
 
 Mr. Lee then led a discussion regarding the potential for Committee members to serve on 
a panel and present an overview and documentation at the Oklahoma Occupational Therapy 
Association 2016 Annual Conference in September of 2016.  Not more than two members would 
be allowed to participate due to the restrictions of the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act.  Mr. Lee 
requested that Allied Peer Professional Assistance (“APPA”) information be provided to share at 
the conference.   
 
 There being no new business, Ms. Garza moved to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. White 
seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.  The time was 11:06 a.m. 
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