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Minutes 
 

The Physician Assistant Advisory Committee of the Oklahoma Board of Medical 
Licensure and Supervision met on October 15, 2015, in accordance with the Open Meeting Act. 
The meeting was held at the office of the Board, 101 NE 51st Street, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
Advance notice of this regularly scheduled meeting was transmitted to the Oklahoma Secretary 
of State on December 15, 2014 and posted on the Board's website on October 13, 2015. The 
notice and agenda were posted in prominent public view on the front doors of the Oklahoma 
Board of Medical Licensure and Supervision building located at 101 NE 51st St., Oklahoma City, 
OK on October 13, 2015 at 10:45 a.m. 

Members present were:  
Charles Womack, MD, Chair 
Don Flinn, PA, Vice-Chair  

  Gerald Wootan, DO 
Shannon Ijams, PA – OU-Tulsa 
Todd Doran, PA – OUHSC-OKC 
   

 Members absent were: 
Riaz Sirajuddin, MD 
Dennis Carter, DO 
Clay Moore, D.Ph. 
Lindsey Gillispie, PA 

           
Others present included: 
 Reji T. Varghese, Executive Deputy Director 

Barbara J. Smith, Executive Secretary  
Teresa Mitchell, Director of Licensing 
Kenna Shaw, Licensing Administrative Technician 

 Tiffany Wythe, AAG, Committee Advisory 
 

Having noted a quorum, Dr. Womack called the meeting to order at 3:09 p.m. 

After Committee review, Dr. Flinn moved to approve the July 9, 2015 Minutes.  Mr. 
Doran seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.   
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 MICHELLE NEWEY, applicant for reinstatement of Physician Assistant licensure, 
appeared via web video to discuss her application.  Ms. Newey has not practiced since June of 
2013 and her license expired in 2014.  She advised the Committee regarding her practice and 
exam history, including that she passed the Physician Assistant National Recertification Exam 
(“PANRE”) in August of 2015.  She is currently re-certified until 2025.  The applicant answered 
questions from the Committee regarding her plans for practice.  She does not plan to move 
back to Oklahoma, but wants her license in good standing in the event she has to travel to be 
with her family in Oklahoma.  She has also applied for a California license.  Mr. Flinn moved to 
recommend for approval the application for reinstatement pending completion of the file to 
include all continuing medical education hours being up-to-date and the completion of Forms 5, 
6 and 7.  Mr. Doran seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.   
 
 CARISSA HINES, applicant for Physician Assistant licensure, appeared in person to 
discuss her application.  Ms. Hines graduated in December of 2013 and recently passed her 
certification in August of 2015.  She told the Committee of her activities since graduation and 
explained that she did not take her boards at the time of graduation because she had a high-
risk pregnancy and her son was born prematurely with congenital conditions.  She currently has 
a job pending with Tulsa Hillcrest South Emergency Department.  Dr. Wootan moved to 
recommend approval of the application for licensure pending completion of the file.  Mr. Flinn 
seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.   
 
 MATTHEW HAND, applicant for Physician Assistant licensure, appeared in person to 
discuss his license. He last practiced in 2011 at Fort Riley in the traumatic brain injury unit.  He 
remains currently certified and has kept up his CME.  Mr. Hand and his family have recently 
moved to Oklahoma and he wishes to return to practice as a Physician Assistant.  Ms. Ijams 
moved to recommend approval of the application pending completion of the file.  Mr. Flinn 
seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.   
 
 Next the Committee reviewed applications for licensure.  Mr. Flinn moved to 
recommend approval of the following complete applications Physician Assistant licensure.  Mr. 
Doran seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.   
 
ALCORN, HEATHER ANNE   
CAMPBELL, ANDREA NICOLE   
DYE, CHARLENE ELAINE ARNOLD   

ECKHARDT, LISA DAWN   
HOMER, KELLEN WILLIAM JOSEPH   
LAPIDUS, MICHELLE RENEE   
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MYCHAK, HEATHER LYNN   
MYCHAK, NATHAN ZACHARY   
SAMAFUHBI, DERICK NGUFOR   

STOUT, KEVAN WAYNE   
YARUSSO, KAREN ALANE

 
 Dr. Wootan moved to recommend approval of the following incomplete applications for 
Physician Assistant licensure pending completion of the files.  Mr. Doran seconded the motion 
and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.   
 
ANTHONY, AERIAL CHANEL   
BARTLETT, MICHELLE ANDERS   
BOEN, MAKENZIE LEE   
CATO, CONNIE MARIE   
CHADWICK, KATHERINE ANN   
CHAMBERS, D'AMBER NICOLE   
CREWS, ALYSSA    
DAWSON, MICHELLE RENE   
ELDER, SAMUEL MORRIS   
FALES, THOMAS IRA   
HALE, ASHLEY MARIE   
HANSON, CHRISTENA    
HELT, JACOB SCOTT WALLACE   
HEWLETT, PAIGE ELIZABETH   
HUTCHISON, ERIN ELIZABETH   

IGLESIAS, ALICIA 
JOHN, JINCY    
LUONG, NHU THUY   
MALONEY, GINA NICOLE   
MARTIN, JAMIE    
MATHERLY, WADE REED   
MCINNERNEY, KEITH VINCENT   
ROBBINS, HOPE MARIE   
SCHAEFER, DAYTON COTTRILL   
SIMONSON, NATASHA NICOLE   
SMITH, ANDREW BLAKE   
STELLING, TIMARA LEIGH   
VIRGIL, WHITLEY DANIELLE   
WALENZ, KATHRYN    
WALKER, ALYSSA BRICE 

 
 Mr. Doran moved to recommend approval of the application of RALPH KAULEY, JR., for 
reinstatement of Physician Assistant licensure pending confirmation of up-to-date continuing 
medical education requirements.  Dr. Wootan seconded the motion and the vote was 
unanimous in the affirmative.   
 
 The Committee took no action on the requests for transfers.   
 
 The Committee took no action on the requests for additional positions. 
 
 Next, Mr. Flinn presented the proposed rules which have been drafted in an effort to 
harmonize the rules with the recent update of the Physician Assistant Practice Act regulating 
best practices in Oklahoma.  Mr. Flinn advised the Committee that only three states, Oklahoma, 
Mississippi and Ohio, currently limit their physicians to the supervision of only two Physician 
Assistants.  The proposed rules move that limit from two to four.  Mr. Varghese raised concerns 
regarding “evidence” for renewal as mentioned in in proposed 435:15-3-17(c).  He commented 
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that the current process with OAPA logging and reporting CME was a process that was working 
and recommended to maintain the current system in place.  Susan Thomas, Oklahoma 
Academy of Physician Assistants, clarified that the process between OAPA and the Medical 
Board would continue to work the same as it currently does.  After much discussion, it was 
agreed that language which was previously struck-through would be re-added and the 
proposed language as set forth in 435:15-3-17(c) shall now read as follows:  “…Oklahoma 
Academy of Physician Assistants.  The CME hours shall be logged and reported to the Board on 
an annual basis by the Oklahoma Academy of Physicians.”   Tiffany Wythe, AAG, Committee 
Advisor, stated she had not had time to adequately review the proposed rules since she 
received her copy approximately 15 minutes before the meeting began.  Therefore, she was 
unable to give an opinion at this time.  Ms. Wythe stated she would be able to review the 
proposed rules after the meeting and provide an opinion thereafter.  Dr. Wootan moved to 
approve the rules as presented with the changes discussed pending legal review.  Mr. Doran 
seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.   (SEE ATTACHMENT #1) 

 
 Reji T. Varghese, Executive Deputy Director, and Teresa Mitchell, Licensing Director, 
informed the Committee regarding some scenarios of Physician Assistants practicing telehealth.  
Mr. Varghese advised this is for informational purposes only to let the Committee know what 
could happen in the future.   Dr. Womack directed Staff to add the discussion of telehealth to 
the Agenda for the January 7, 2016 meeting. (SEE ATTACHMENT #2) 
 
 There being no new business, Mr. Flinn moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Doran 
seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.  The time was 4:50 p.m.  
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